	Chapter Two: Getting Answers in the Information Era
1. Your textbook points out that all of us are experienced social researchers.
a. true
b. false
2. _____ is an approach to inquiry that centers on theories and the process of testing theories through systematic data collection and analysis. 
a. retroduction
b. inductive inquiry
c. the scientific method
d. Baconian analysis
3. It is stated in chapter three, "In the social sciences, we make the best use that we can of the scientific method, but these fields are particularly "hard" for three reasons." Which of the following is not one of those reasons?
a. The subjects we study are multidimensional and unpredictable.
b. The nature of our subject for inquiry imposes ethical limitations on how fully the scientific method can be applied to the study of human behavior.
c. Because the social sciences are primarily concerned with mental processes, their subjects for analysis cannot be studied with empirical data.
d. Social science researchers themselves tend to have beliefs about the subjects they study that can intefere with clear-headed analysis.
4. In ______ reasoning, we apply general principles to particular situations. 
a. inductive
b. deductive
c. retroductive
d. introspective
5. This is the term for information that is acquired through observation.
a. deductive proof
b. empirical evidence
c. spurious information
d. retroductive data
6. This is the process through which facts are accumulated in the search for general conclusions.
a. induction
b. deduction
c. retroduction
d. introspection
7. These statements make general conclusions that are seen as applying to a broad range of people or situations.
a. syllogisms
b. generalizations
c. minor premises
d. none of the above
8. The overall inability of induction to move up the ladder of generalization, from specific observations to broader conclusions, is an inherent limitation of inductive reasoning.
a. true
b. false
9. We must theorize if we are to make the world comprehensible.
a. true
b. false
10. An explanation of how and why a set of facts are interrelated is a/an ______.
a. theory
b. generalization
c. hypothesis
d. premise
e. paradigm
11. A tentative, unproven answer to a research question is a/an ______.
a. theory
b. generalization
c. hypothesis
d. premise 
e. paradigm
12. Induction and deduction are combined in empirical research. The usual chain is that ______ lead to ______ which are tested with ______.
a. generalizations; hypotheses; theories
b. hypotheses; theories; observations
c. observations; theories; hypotheses
d. syllogisms; theories; hypotheses
13. A ______ is a general frame of reference for reasoning and inquiry.
a. theory
b. generalization
c. hypothesis
d. premise 
e. paradigm 

14. The ______ that has evolved and crystallized after Francis Bacon's time brings together elements of deduction and of induction as a way of addressing the inadequacies of either taken alone.
a. functionalism
b. qualitative approach
c. multivariate analysis
d. scientific method
15. The ______ paradigm inquires into interrelations among different parts of a social system and processes through which social cohesion is maintained. 
a. functionalist
b. conflict
c. rational choice
d. institutional
16. The ______ paradigm highlights power relations that allow some groups to dominate others.
a. functionalist
b. conflict
c. rational choice
d. institutional 

17. The fact that humans tend to pursue self interest is the starting point for the ______ paradigm.
a. functionalist
b. conflict
c. rational choice
d. institutional 

18. The ______ paradigm emphasizes the fact that we often tend do things one way rather
than another out of habit and tradition.
a. functionalist
b. conflict
c. rational choice
d. institutional 

19. Several social psychological paradigms can be classified as "______," because they focus on how people make sense of their lives.
a. macrosociological
b. interpretive
c. intuitive
d. expressive
20. From its beginning as an academic discipline, the orientation of sociology tended to be mostly toward ______.
a. functionalism
b. conflict theory


 HYPERLINK "quizwro17.htm" \t "quizmid3" c. interpretive theory
d. rational choice theory
e. the institutional paradigm 

21. ______ laid the foundation for the functionalist tradition that was to dominate sociological
work in the U.S. and much of Europe during the first half of the twentieth century.
a. Marx
b. Freud
c. Hobbes and Locke
d. Comte and Durkheim
22. From the perspective of traditional functionalism, societal inequality ______.
a. serves to ensure that highly qualified people are placed in society's most important
positions
b. reflects the overwhelming power of society's elite, who often are not the most capable people in the society
c. could be virtually eliminated with the right social programs
d. has more disadvantages than advantages
23. From a functionalist point of view, globalizing trends help to explain inequality within countries.
a. true
b. false
24. Functionalism has now been rejected by nearly all popular writers and professional social scientists as an outmoded paradigm.
a. true
b. false
25. ______ are expectations about how people should behave.
a. paradigms
b. roles
c. values
d. norms
26. Conflict theory recognizes that relations within a social system may be functional for some people. 
a. true
b. false
27. Conflict theory has many sources, but its spirit and essence are more adequately represented by the work of ______ than of any other thinker.
a. Emile Durkheim
b. Karl Marx
c. Max Weber
d. Adam Smith
28. From 1849 until his death, ______ lived in London where he wrote hundreds of articles and Das Kapital, his best known book. He continued to support workers' movements around the world.
a. Emile Durkheim
b. Adam Smith
c. Max Weber
d. Karl Marx
29. One prominent strain of the _____ approach argues that theory should be more
than analysis -- that it requires an activist component to be authentic.
a. functionalist
b. conflict
c. rational choice
d. institutional
30. In sharp contrast to ______, analysts who work in the _____ tradition
assume that social systems are united more by domination of powerful elite
groups than by common values.
a. functionalism; conflict
b. conflict theory; functionalist
c. functionalism; rational choice
d. rational choice theory; institutional
31. Analyst Pierre Bourdieu emphasizes that elite members of society acquire ______ that help(s) them maintain and pass on their privileged positions to their children.
a. economic resources
b. social capital
c. cultural capital
d. offices in the political system
32. Critical theorists maintain that objectivity is possible and also desirable.
a. true
b. false
33. Viewed from the rational choice perspective, the rising influence of large-scale
organizations in society is irreversible. 
a. true
b. false
34. Rational choice theorists in sociology are more interested in individual behavior than in questions about how rationality can lead people to work toward collective goals.
a. true
b. false
35. Institutionalists maintain that observed individual behavior and opinions that people express in research studies may not reveal a great deal about how society actually operates.
a. true
b. false
36. The institutional paradigm emphasizes that in order to understand social relations, we need to look closely at historical patterns.
a. true
b. false
37. Our responses to situations today are often shaped by modes of thinking that we developed when the conditions we faced were very different. These patterns were often created through chance happenings -- not at all by careful planning and rational calculation. This phenomenon is termed ______.
a. spatial continuity
b. behavior modification
c. path dependence
d. norm adherence
38. The institutional approach places strong emphasis on elite domination in explaining social patterns.
a. true
b. false
39. Institutionalists maintain that societal traditions cannot be changed quickly.
a. true
b. false
40. Analyst Theda Skocpol, who studies the historical development of social policies in the United States, reflects the tendency of many institutional analysts in refusing to reveal her own political preferences in her writing -- thus trying to maintain objectivity in her research.
a. true
b. false
41. Institutionalism does not tend to go well with conservative thinking in economics and politics.
a. true
b. false
42. Interpretive paradigms tend to be ______.
a. macro-level
b. micro-level
c. either macro-level or micro-level, depending on the research question
43. The symbolic interactionist paradigm highlights the potential we all have to act ______.
a. rationally
b. spontaneously and innovatively
c. in ways that are intended to dominate others
d. heroically
44. Two other theoretical traditions that have several features in common with
symbolic interactionism are ______.
a. the dramaturgical approach and the ethnomethodological perspective
b. functionalism and the institutional paradigm
c. rational choice theory and functionalism
d. institutionalism and conflict theory
45. This school of philosophy focuses on practical consequences of an idea or an act as critical
to determining its meaning or its value.
a. symbolic interactionism
b. expressionism
c. impressionism
d. pragmatism
46. ______ is an offshoot of interpretive thinking that takes an even more descriptive approach
than symbolic interactionism.
a. pragmatism
b. dramaturgy
c. ethnomethodology
d. postmodernism
47. ______ questions the existence of a stable and recognizable social order.
a. pragmatism
b. dramaturgy
c. ethnomethodology
d. postmodernism 

48. A/an ______ perspective is especially well suited to focusing on the way inequality affects people's lives.
a. functionalist
b. institutional
c. conflict
d. interpretive
49. New paradigms in the social sciences often produce sharp breaks with the past.
a. true
b. false
50. Faulty social theories and philosophical ideas are more difficult to discredit than are theories in the natural sciences.
a. true
b. false
51. The main elements of a research question are ______ -- abstract terms that represent objects, processes or ideas. 
a. phonemes
b. nominal measures
c. concepts
d. variables 

52. When we specify a concept concretely enough to measure its attributes reliably, we have a/an ______.
a. phoneme
b. nominal measure
c. concept
d. variable
53. The most basic type of analysis that is carried out with variables in all of the
sciences is comparison.
a. true
b. false
54. When we puzzle over the reasons for patterns that we uncover in descriptive analysis, we are engaging in ______.
a. syllogistic reasoning
b. causal inference
c. nominal comparison
d. survey analysis
55. This is the name for the variable that we see as causing a change in another variable.
a. independent variable
b. spurious variable
c. dependent variable
d. control variable
56. This is the effect variable -- the variable that we expect to be influenced by another variable.
a. independent variable
b. spurious variable
c. dependent variable
d. control variable 

57. This is a relationship between two variables in which one changes when the other also changes.
a. spuriousness
b. correlation
c. causation
d. signification
58. A _____ relationship is one in which two variables are correlated, but their correlation does not signify causation. 
a. spurious
b. positive
c. negative
d. bivariate
59. A correlation is ______ if the value of one variable increases when that of the other also increases. 
a. spurious
b. positive
c. nominal
d. statistical
60. This is a variable that tests for the possibility that an observed relationship observed
between the independent variable and the dependent variable is spurious.
a. independent variable
b. dependent variable
c. control variable
d. hypothetical variable
61. A relationship between two variables is termed a _______.
a. statistical relationship
b. nominal relationship
c. bivariate relationship
d. positive relationship
62. Analysis with three or more variables is termed ______.
a. multivariate analysis
b. complex analysis
c. compound analysis
d. iterative analysis
63. Data are ______ if they are described verbally rather than numerically (with
numbers).
a. nominative
b. iterative
c. qualitative
d. quantitative
64. If numerical description is employed, then the information is ______.
a. nominative
b. iterative
c. qualitative
d. quantitative 

65. Most social scientists believe that a full measure of objectivity is possible in scientific analysis.
a. true
b. false


