	Chapter One: The Scope of Sociology
1. As with the physics of flight and of architecture, sociological knowledge helps us to better understand our world by taking us below the surface in human relations.
a. true
b. false
2. At its core, sociology is the scientific study of arrangements that give structure and continuity to human relations and also of forces that produce change.
a. true
b. false 

3. Society's principal institutions that build cooperation and solidarity are _____.
a. in sharp decline
b. unchanging from one generation to another
c. being rapidly transformed
d. almost identical from one society to another
4. There is widespread agreement among sociologists that a few people in positions of power make nearly all of the important decisions in society.
a. true
b. false
5. Because society is so tightly integrated, social change does not usually produce significant disruption. Elements that are experiencing change are offset by other elements that tend to perserve social stability.
a. true
b. false
6. Some global cities have developed stronger ties with one another than they have with many other cities in their own countries.
a. true
b. false
7. When we look carefully at relations among people in different cultures, we see that people actually live in very similar ways from one culture to another.
a. true
b. false 

8. It is noted in chapter one that cultural and ethnic distinctiveness among different peoples of the world has more disadvantages than advantages.
a. true
b. false
9. It is emphasized in chapter one that the tendency to think negatively and act harshly toward members of other cultures and ethnicities has diminished greatly in the last several decades. 
a. true
b. false
10. Political leaders sometimes use an "ethnicity card" to stir up ethnic animosities. Most researchers view this kind of situation as evidence for the "retribalization" theory of ethnic relations.
a. true
b. false
11. In his book Rituals of Blood, Orlando Patterson shows that historical trends have important ongoing consequences for ethnic relations.
a. true
b. false
12. Your textbook author points out that ethnic groups sometimes adapt to minority status by consciously revising their identities and even creating new ones.
a. true
b. false
13. There is evidence that if individualism is strongly encouraged in a society, then ethnic ties are likely to be weakened.
a. true
b. false
14. William Julius Wilson (When Work Disappears) is one of a number of sociologists who contend that the economic and political needs of working-class and impoverished African Americans are the same as those of American whites in the same income groups.
a. true
b. false
15. Differences in basic measures of well-being, such as income and life expectancy, vary ______ among different countries.
a. slightly
b.enormously
16. An insight of sociological research is that determinants of inequality seldom operate independently of personal motivation, training and ability. 
a. true
b. false
17. In her book The Missing Middle, Theda Skocpol identifies key political developments that have brought better living standards to millions of working people in the US during the past decade. 
a. true
b. false
18. In How Societies Change, Daniel Chirot points out that Europe's political fragmentation during the Middle Ages worked against innovation and economic improvement during that time.
a. true
b. false
19. Manuel Castells argues in End of Millennium that global economic relations in today's world are widening the disparities between rich and poor countries. 
a. true
b. false
20. In families and groups of all kinds we acquire "ways of seeing" and understandings that combine with our own individuality to create something new. George H. Mead termed the combination of external and internal influences the "mind." 
a. true 
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b. false
21. In The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, _____ suggests that the way of doing business in Protestant countries of the Western world was an outgrowth of religious anxiety.
a. Mark Juergensmeyer 
b. George H. Mead
c. Erving Goffman
d. Max Weber
22. In her book Talk of Love, Ann Swidler found that people rarely draw on cultural meanings to make sense of personal experiences, but instead interpret their lives in terms of their own past interactions.
a. true
b. false
23. Microsociology directs our attention to ______.
a. larger social trends and processes
b. historical events
c. averages
d. ongoing, day-to-day relationships among people
24. Macrosociology directs our attention to ______.
a. ongoing, day-to-day relationships among people
b. socialization
c. larger social trends and processes
d. none of the above
25. The microsociological approach and the macrosociological approach complement each other in many cases. 
a. true
b. false
26. In his book Turbo Capitalism, Edward Luttwak uses statistical data to show that technological developments mean fewer workers and lower costs of production. Luttwak's research is ______.
a. macrosociological
b. microsociological
c. neither macrosociological nor microsociological 

27. In his work The Corrosion of Character, Richard Sennett interviewed interviewed a number of former IBM managers and engineers over the course of several months. These were people who had been laid off when the company downsized to cover losses that resulted from increased competition in the globalizing economy. Sennett talked with these workers in the late afternoons at a local cafe, where they were coming together to share their experiences and feelings about being unemployed. Sennett's is a microsociological analysis. 
a. true
b. false
28. Sociologists tend to agree that it is reasonable to infer macro-level patterns and trends from micro-level data.
a. true
b. false
29. Political systems and economic systems function according to the same rules.
a. true
b. false
30. A ______ is a position in a social system that carries with it a set of expectations,
rights, and duties that are recognized both by the person who has a particular
status and also by others. 
a. generalization
b. norm
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d. role
31. An example of achieved status is ______.
a. being the daughter of a millionaire
b. being a white male
c. being the president of a bank
d. being an American
32. An example of ascribed status is ______.
a. being a black female
b. being the president of a bank
c. being a mother with three children
d. being the husband of a physician
33. A/an ____ is a set of behaviors that are seen as appropriate to whatever status a
person occupies in a social system. 
a. norm
b. status
c. role
d. identity
34. _____ are patterns we find in societal life that reflect the workings of social systems. 
a. statuses
b. institutions
c. social structures
d. norms
35. Every society has many kinds of social structure.
a. true
b. false
36. In the United States, male-female differences in income are eliminated through education.
a. true
b. false
37. The expectations and constraints that govern relations within social systems are ______.
a. values
b. institutions
c. norms
d. statuses
38. A/an _____ is a complex and enduring social structure whose rules and rewards make the pattern of relations relatively stable.
a. norm
b. institution
c.status
d. value
39. Institutions are organizations.
a. true
b. false
40. It is generally agreed among sociologists that we are primarily rational beings who usually operate in our own self interest. 
a. true
b. false
41. An unanswered question for all of the social sciences is whether our economic, political and social institutions can match the accelerating pace of developments in science and technology. 
a. true
b. false
42. This approach is the one that is more likely to challenge existing policies and dominant values.
a. analytical sociology
b. normative sociology
43. ______ is directed toward increasing our knowledge about "what is" and explaining it.
a. normative sociology
b. neumonic analysis
c. pragmatism
d. an analytical approach 

44. An unanswered question for all of the social sciences is whether our economic, political and social institutions can match the pace of developments in science and technology. 
a. true
b. false
45. These reflect self-conscious choices about how to live. 
a. roles
b. social identities 
c. third-order relations
d. statuses
46. In recent years, "identity politics" has become a frequent basis for organizing "us" against "them." 
a. true
b. false
47. Today's expressions of group identity are more voluntary than before, and more a result of conscious choice among a multiplicity of alternatives. 
a. true
b. false
48. Interest groups have historically operated in every sphere of life -- from friendship cliques to business associations and political pressure groups. 
a. true
b. false
49. ______ are conceptions about what is desirable and good.
a. Norms
b. Roles
c. Values
d. Social identities
50. Social scientists are generally in agreement that a high level of overall value consensus is
needed for a social system to operate effectively.
a. true
b. false
51. The focus of ______ is the shared values and beliefs that tie individuals to the social systems in which they participate.
a. the doctrine of private interests
b. capitalism
c. conflict theory
d. the consensus doctrine
52. ______ appeared as an argument to support the initiatives of individuals who wanted to break free from traditional constraints on their activity, especially in commerce. 
a. the consensus doctrine
b. socialism
c. the doctrine of private interests
d. the doctrine of natural law
53. There are basic disagreements among sociologists over how the world works, the kinds of analytical strategies that are the most useful for studying social relations, the desirability of policy advocacy as a major component of sociological inquiry, and the importance of shared values for societal well-being.
a. true
b. false
54. Nearly all sociologists believe that to adequately understand social life, it is
important to examine the interplay between individuals and society.
a. true
b. false
55. Nearly all sociologists agree that the study of subjective meanings that people attach to their actions is not useful in sociological inquiry.
a. true
b. false
56. Sociologists typically share the notion that research is strengthened through comparisons of different places and time periods.
a. true
b. false


