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Population and the Future 

Basic Questions about Population Growth
Lecture part 1

There is a sense in which questions about population growth are very simple. The main factors are births, deaths and migration. Yet, the subject is complex, as I will show in this lecture.
-How many people are we likely to have by the middle of the 21st century, and by the end? (Why is this question impossible to answer with confidence?)
 

-What does the number "70" have to do with estimates of population growth? 
 

-Do experts agree about the likely rates of population growth in the future? What are we to conclude from the available analyses on the subject?
 

-According to the U.N.'s middle-level projections, about how many people will there be in the world in the year 2100? 
 

-According to the U.N.'s low projections, how different might the population picture be?
 

The population situation in China is significantly different from that of India.
-Is China still growing? What will China's population be toward the end of the 21st century? When is India's population expected to double, to two billion people? What problems can be seen here?
 

-In what way are the two countries' different political systems responsible for these divergences?
A Range of Population Issues
Lecture part 2

Economics Nobel laureate Amartya Sen (Trinity College, Cambridge) has written a great deal about problems of developing countries. He was born in India.
-Sen suggests that "democracy is important," but ________. (What else is needed?)
 

-Why are problems of population growth in India of concern to people in the West, including the United States?
 

Population questions in the U.S. are very different.
-How is it that the population of the U.S. continues to grow, even though the average woman has fewer than two children?
 


Environmental implications of global population growth
Lecture part 3

In this part of the lecture, I will focus on the most basic questions that people ask when they think about population. I'll discuss researchers whose ideas are poles apart: Paul and Anne Ehrlich (Stanford University) and Julian Simon (University of Maryland before his recent death). I'll bring out some of the main points in two articles that illustrate their thinking.
First, Paul and Anne Ehrlich... ("Conversations: Paul and Anne Ehrlich, 'The Countdown Continues on the Population Bomb,'" The Environmental Magazine, November-December 1996). This is an interview with the Ehrlichs.
-There is a connection between environmental problems and population size. Why is immigration a problem, for Ehrlich?
 

-What does this equation mean: I=PAT?
 

-Ehrlich says that before we point fingers too strongly at rapidly growing countries we should _______. 
 

-Ehrlich argues that we are only thriving today by __________.
 

-Then, Ehrlich talks about "pseudoscience." He says there's no guarantee that we can support as many people as the "pseudoscientists" think we can. How can we reduce birth rates? 

 

-As Paul and Anne Ehrlich see it, people's basic security is _________.
-Anne Ehrlich concludes the article by saying that she (is/isn't) pessimistic? Why? 
A person gets a very different point of view in listening to Julian Simon ("The Doomslayer," Wired, February 1997).
-There is a common litany [generally accepted view, often uncritically held], Simon maintains. Our resources are running out... and more. Time is short. That is the "standard litany," according to Simon. There is just one problem with this scenario. What is it? Why does he reach the conclusions that he does?
 

-There is one resource that the world does not have enough of. What is it?
-This resource is actually getting more scarce, Simon tells us. Explain.
In 1980, Simon wrote an article in Science that was widely criticized. Simon challenged Ehrlich "to put his money where his mouth was." There was a bet. 
-What was the bet about? Who won? Who lost? (You don't need to know all of the names -- just how it came out between Simon and Ehrlich.) Was the outcome of the bet convincing proof for most people?
-What is Simon's prediction for the future? What does he think many people will believe about all of this? Will people be optimistic or pessimistic?
 

