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Lecture part 1
In this lecture, I will elaborate on a question that I pose in chapter one: "Is the scientific approach adequate for studying the social world?" We try to understand the social world from a variety of perspectives: literature, movies and other experiences. The social sciences focus in particular on the objective of helping us to better understand the social world.
-What are some key reasons why experiments can help analysts expand knowledge in the natural and physical sciences?

 

-How useful are experiments for the social sciences? Why?
 

-What is "hard" about the social sciences? (How is this related to the experimental method?)
 

-I said that a particular kind of complexity is associated with social inquiry. What is it?
 


We have too many facts to consider. (To be continued in the next audio file, below.)


Lecture part 2 


Illustration: VCU (VCU, VUC, CVU, CUV, UVC, UCV)
A second set of "facts": U-N-I-V-E-R-S-I-T-Y
-What does this example tell you about the possibility of basing important decisions on facts? What is the problem with studying the social world, taking facts into account?
 

-The only solution to the problem of having too many facts is _______.
 

-The problem with theories is that _______.
 

-What kinds of problems do "unknown" theories pose for us? How basic is our tendency as humans to develop theories that help us make sense of our experiences? Do these theories sometimes contradict reality?
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There is also another factor. In addition to the theories inside our heads, there are environmental factors -- aspects of our surroundings -- that shape what we see: 

	-Is the example to the right a useful one for highlighting the interconnectedness of different aspects of the social world? Explain.
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Lecture part 3
In this part of the lecture, I'll draw on three books that focus on the way sociological thinking is applied to questions about how the world works: Joel M. Charon's book Ten Questions: A Sociological Perspective, Peter Berger's Invitation to Sociology, and Ruth A. Wallace and Alison Wolf's Contemporary Sociological Theory.
Charon points out that we are all indebted to the ancient Greeks for many contributions that they have made to the world. They also had a particular approach to the understanding of reality -- developing a critical perspective. 

-The Greeks' unique contribution in this area was _______.
 

-Logic isn't enough for understanding the world we experience, however. We need more than rationality. We also need ______.
 

-There is a problem here for sociology. What is it?
 

-The reason we have these ideas in our heads is because ______. 
 

-Here is where sociology enters, because sociological thinking requires ______.
 

-How is sociology different from chemistry and biology in this regard?
 

In Invitation to Sociology, Peter Berger points out that the sociological approach involves "the process of 'seeing through' the facades of social structure." 
-What does this mean? In what ways are these rules "facades"? (I spoke about two factors.)
 

-How do we go about 'seeing through' formal facades in sociological analysis?
 

Assumptions are an important element of analysis. Wallace and Wolf (Contemporary Sociological Theory) point out that different theoretical paradigms imply different sets of assumptions. They write about two kinds of assumptions. 

-Sociological theorists' most important underlying assumptions, they suggest, concern ______. Where do functionalism, conflict theory, rational choice theory, institutionalism, and the interpretive paradigms tend to stand on this set of assumptions?
 

-Wallace and Wolf also speak of a second set of assumptions -- whether humans are more motivated by ______ or by ______.
 

-How do functionalism and conflict theory differ from one another about this set of assumptions? 
 

-In practice, what is the usual perspective of rational choice theory about this set of assumptions?
 

Throughout the semester, it will be important to realize that whatever perspective you are taking has a built-in set of assumptions that goes along with it.
 

